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"HE General Aſſembly -of this National- Church he 
* being Ecdnveened' and conſtituted, : there: e pro” <5 
1 daeed to them; by the Right Honourable CAR ns ; 

* © [Lotd'Carwennr, the King/s.Commiſſion,. ſealed 

with the U appointed by*th Frengraf cLalonetnobe, =. 

and uſed in Scotland, in Place of the Great Seal of Lela, es | 
making and conſtituting him his Majeſty's High Commiſſi» | | 
. «nerand Repreſentative i in this Aſſembly ; which Commiſ- - 
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ſion was publickly read, with all due honour and reſpect, and 
ordered to be recorded in the books of Aſſembly Ihe tenor 
whereoſ follows: | | 


. 

; « FAEORGIUS, Dei gratia, Magnæ Britanniæ, 
_< \ T Franciz, et Hiberniæ Rex, Fidei Defenſor; omni. 
« bus pfobis homiriibus, ad quos piZſentes Iitefx noſtra per- 
« yenerint, ſalutem. Quandoquidem' nos conſiderantes, quod 
„ generalis eccleſiæ Scotiæ conventus in vigeſimum diem 
„ Maii proximi convenire ordimatus fuit; nofque etiam 
« abunde cupidi, quinetiam neceſſarium eſſe judicantes in 
* commodum dictæ eccleſiæ, ut idem generalis eccleſiæ con- 
vent is, dit ſtatuto debire obſcrvetur, atque rebus magni 
«+ monlenti nos alio v&Cahtibus, dicto conventui perſonaliter 
«« jintereſſe nequimus ; noſque abunde ſatisfacti de fidelitate 
« er ſufficieqtia fideliſſimi et dilectiſſimi noſtri conſiliarii 
«« Caroli Domini Cathcart quod ad ſummum munus ri. 
« te exercendum et obeundum uſquequaque fit inſtruc. 
«tus; noveritis igitur nos nominalle, conſtituiſſe, et ordi- 
& naſſe, ſicuti nos, tenore præſentium, nominamus, conſtitui- 
| , mus, et ordinamus, memoratum ſideliſſimum et prædilectiſ- 
« {mum noſttum confiliariom Carolum Dominum de Carh- 
| « cart, ſupremum noſtrani Comtmiſſionarium dicto generali 
| « eccleſiz conventui Scotiz, dando et concedendo illi pleniſſi- 
| mam noſtram poteſtatem, commiſſionem, et warrantem, ſa- 
« cram noſtram perſonam et authoritatem regalem repreſen- 
« tandi, necnon preſentiam noſtram ſupplendi, et locum no- 
« ſtrum in dicto ſubſequenti generali conventu, tanquam Com- 

**-miſſſogarig noſtro!ad, hune, effectum ſpetialiter condituto, 
„ tenendi, omniaque alia et imperium et minus Commiſſiona- 

| « jj pro general <ecle6&conventa peragendi, tam plene, ade- 
| * oque libere, in quovis reſpectu, quam quilibet 1 alius ejuſdem 
-< ſummi muneris fecerat, ſeu quovis tempore preterito facere 
* potuerat, vel ac fi nos ipſi perſonaliter præſentes facere po- 
t tuerimus. Quæque omnia et ſingula ab antedicto Do- 
* mino Cathcart, in hac noſtra cοmmiſſione proſtquen- 
«Yi legitime: feceritꝭ Jeu fieri, ordiffaveric,.nos) firmiter pre 
. atis, er habiturt ſumus. Omnibus et ſingulis infuper 
« àfltedietæ bcrleſia Et coHentus paſtoribus, et preſbyteris, 
e eSterisque quibaſebnque, infra illem pattem Magn Bri- 
. randifz; '7Seotiamn vocatam, ſubditis noſtr is quibuſcunque, 
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General Aſſembly, f * - 0 - 


« cyjuſcunque gradus, ſeu qualitatis, ut dictum Carolum 
% Dominum* Cathcart, tanquam ſupremum noſtrum Com- 
« nifionarium, quoad effectum et modum ſupra mentiona- 
um revereantur, agnoſcant, et dict. ipſius audientes ſe 
4 præbeant, ſtricte mandamus et imperamus: Atque hanc 
« noſtram Commiſſionem, a dicto vigeſimo die proximi 
« incipire, et deinceps hac ſubſequente ſeſſione dicti ge. 
e geralis conventus, in vigore continuare declaramus, vel 
(e. uſque dum a nobis revocabitur, et exonerabitur. In cujus 
fei teſtimonium, ſigillum noſtrum per Unionis tractatum 
a cuſtodiend. et in Scotia, vice et loco Magni Sigilli ejuſ- 
dem, utend. ordinat. præ ſentibus appendi mandavimus; 
apud aulam noſtram apud St James's | die menſis 

. « Aprilis anno Domini milleſimo ſeptingenteſimo, ſept uageſi- 
mo tertio, regnique noſtti anno decimo tertio. Per. ſignatu- 
% ram manu S. D. N. regis ſupraſcript.“ 
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Ihe KIx ds moſt gracious letter to the 


General Aſſembly, preſented to them 
by his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. 


GEORGE R. 


D IGHT Reverend and well-beloved, We greet you well. 
: It is with the greateſt pleaſure that we renew the aſ⸗ 
ſurances of our very favourable and gracious diſpoſitions to- 
wards you, and of our readineſs to maintain the Church of 
Scotland in all its rights and privileges, as by law eſtabliſhed. 
The invariable proofs we have received of the duty, loyalty, 
and affection of the General Aſſembly, : convince us of your 
| Ready and unſhaken zeal in the cauſe of true religion and vir- | 
tue, as well as of the continuance of thoſe endeavours, which 
have been ſo laudably exerted for the ſuppreſſion of vice and 
Immorality; and as ſuch a conduct cannot fail to have the 
moſt ſalutary effects, by enforcing the obſervance of thoſe 
| = | duties 
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duties, which the true religion and laws of our kingdoms re. 
quire, and thereby to increaſe the happineſs of our People, 
it will ever meet with our royal countenance and ſupport, 

The ſpirit of harmony and unanimity, . which has ſo long 
and ſo uninterruptedly prevailed in all your deliberations, is 
ſo eſſential to the advancement of thoſe meafures, which you 
may judge neceſſary for the general good of mankind, that 
we are perſuaded your councils will remain unſullied by per- 
ſonal animoſities and altercations; and that your endeavoun 
will be exerted in the great cauſe of piety and Chriſtian be- 
nevolence, and to the ſuppreſſion of profaneneſs and licenti- 
ouſnels. 5 | 

We have made choice of our Right Truſty and Well be- 
loved Councillor Charles Lord Cathcart, to repreſent our royal 
perſon in this Aſſembly, His loyalty, integrity, and zeal for 
our ſervice, we have long experienced; and we are fully con- 
vinced, from the many proofs he has already given of his 
ſteady attachment to the proſperity of the Church of Scot- 
land, and of his abilities on former occaſions in the diſcharge 
of the duties of this important truſt, that he will be highly 
acceptable to you; and that your proceedings will be attend- 
ed with ſuch unanimity and brotherly love, as cannot fail to 
ſecure a happy concluſion to this your meeting: And ſo we 
bid you heartily farewell. . 


Given at our Court at St James's, the goth day 
of April 1773, in the thirteenth year of 
our reign. fi. uh | 


/ 
By his Majeſty's command, 


General Afembly, 1773. Z 7 


III. 


The Genin Aﬀembly's Anfwer 0 the 
Eing's moſt gracious Letter, 


May it ple your Majeſty, 


OUR Majeſty? s moſt gracious Letter was received d by us 
Y with all the reſpect aud gratitude due to o great a mark | 
of your royal favour. 

The aſſurances which your Majeſty i is pleaſed ro give us of 
your favourable difpoſition towards us, and of your intent ion 
to maintain the Chureh of Scotland in all irs rights and privi- 
leges, as by law eſtabliſhed, cannot but afford us the higheſt - 
ſatisſaction; and we rely upon them with the firmeſt Ku- 
rit 
The approbation which you ſo Set fende of our 
paſt conduct, is to us a new and powerful motive to merit the 
continuance of your future favour, by holding on in the conſci- 
entious diſcharge of thoſe duties, which your Majeſty's paternal 
wiſdom is pleaſed to point out. To advance the great inte- 
reſts of religion and virtue; to diſcourage vice and immora- 
lity by every means in our power ; to promote a due regard 
10 that happy conſtitution, ſacred and civil, with which we 
are bleſſed, and an inviolable affection to your Majeſty's Per- 
ſon and Government, we are thoroughly ſenſible are the great 
ends for which we are now aſſembled; and it ſhall be our 
ſtudy to convince your Majeſty that cheſe ends are by us _ 
invariably in view. 

We are no leſs. ſenſible of the importance of attending to 
what you are pleaſed to recommend to us, concerning the preſer- 
vation-of a ſpirit of unanimity, harmony and concord ; without 
which, we are fatisfied, the deliberations of no ben | 
Aſſembly can be conducted with Fenn nor their deciſions 
be attended with due effect. 

We beg leave to return our humble and a 1 | 
ments to your Majeſty, on account of your royal Donation for 
the Propagation of Chriſtian knowledge in the Highlands and 
Illands of Scotland. It ſhall be our endeavour to apply the ſum 
2ppropriated by your bounty for that purpoſe, in ſuch a man- 

| : | . ner 


|| - The Acle of the 


ner as may beſt anſwer the pious and uſeful deſign for which 
it is beſtowed. 


The choice which your Majeſty has been pleaſed to make 
of Lord Cathcart, for repreſening your Royal Perſon in this 
Aﬀembly, we cannot bur conſider as an additional mark of 
your favour. The approved fidelity and ability of that Noble 


Lord in the diſcharge of thoſe. high truſts which have been 


committed to him, and the experience which we formerly had 
on ſeverel occaſions of his zeal for Religion, and his high af. 


fection and regard to this Church, render the choice which 


your Majeſty has at this time made extremely acceptable to 


us all. | . 
That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrig. 


may protect your Perſon, direct your Councils, and proſper 


your adminiſtration ; that he may bleſs your Royal Conſort 
the Queen, the Prince of Wales, and all your Royal Family 


and that, after having long beheld the increaſing telicity of 
pour people, you may late aſcead thoſe happy Regions, where 

pious and virtuous Princes ſhall ſhine as rhe brightneſs of the 
firmament, and be diſtinguiſhed with an everlaſting Crown ; 


are the earneſt Prayers of, | 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
Molt obedient, 
And moſt loyal Subjetts, | 
The Miniſters and Elders mer in this National 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 
Signed in our name, | 
Iz] our preſence, | 
And at our appointment, by L 
Ot: JOHN DRYSDALE, Moderator. 
Eprnnuncn, | 55 nb 


. 2oth May, 1773. 
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The General Aſſembly 's cog; 
Addreſs to the — on the happy 


event of the Birth of a Prince. 


May it © pleaſe Jour My, 


| E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful, and loyal ſubjects, 
W the Miniſters and Elders met in the General Aſ- 
ſembly of the Church of Scotland, beg leave to take 
this firſt opportunity of preſenting our reſpectful con- 
gratulations upon the birth of another Prince. 
Attached as we are to your Majeſty no leſs by love 
and affection than by principles of duty, we moſt ſin- 
cerely rejoice in every event which adds to your do- 
meſtic felicity. We conſider every increaſe of your 
Royal Family as a further ſecurity to our religion and 
liberties: And we adore that divine Goodneſs which 
affords us the happy proſpect of theſe kingdoms remain- 
ing through the.courſe of ages, under the government 
of that auguſt Houſe, to which, under God, we are in- 
debted for the moſt ineſtimable bleſſings. 
We eſteem ourſelves happy in being able to aſſure 
your Majeſty, that the fame ſentiments of duty and at- 
fection, which we entertain, prevail amongſt the peo- 
ple under our care. Unperverted, and firm in their 
loyalty, they take equal part with us in every event 
which is auſpicious to your family or government; and, 
with one heart and one voice, gratefully acknowledge 
the tclicity enjoyed under your Majeſty's moſt mild, 
legal, and paternal adminiſtration. 
That the Great God of Heaven, by whom Kings 
reign, may ever keep ycu under his gracious protec- 
tion; that he may bleſs the Queen, the Prince of Wales, 
C and 
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and all your Royal Family; and that to every circum. 
ſtance of domeſtic and public proſperity, he may add 
the higheſt ſpiritual, and ent rewards, are the earneſt 
Prayers of, 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, x 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
Moſt dbedien E 
And moſt loyal ſubjects, 
The Miniſters and Elders met in this Nati- 
onal Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 


Signed in our name, 
In our preſence, 


And at our appointment, by 
JOHN DRYSDALE, Moderator. 


EDIN. 23d 
May 1 77 1 


„Commiſſion 
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Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ru- 
ling Elders, for Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iſlands, and for mana- 


ging his Majeſty's "OY PO for 
that end. 


F HE General Aſſembly do hereby nominate and 


appoint the Reverend Dr John Dryſdale, one of 


the miniſters of Edinburgh, their Moderator, all the 
miniſters members of the preſbytery of Edinburgh, Mr 


Adam Ferguſon at Moulin, Dr Andrew Gray at Aber- 


nethy, Mr. Harry Inglis at Fortivior, Mr Robert Ure 
at Airth, Mr John Find at Foſſaway, Mr James Ro- 


bertſon at Calendar, Mr Kobert Stark at Kinroſs, Mr 
Matthew Mitchell at Auchterderran, Mr William Gour- 


lay at Fliſk, Dr James Gilleſpie at St Andrews, Mr 


James Ogilvie at Eaſy, Dr John Young at Inverarity, - 


Dr James Blenſhall at Dundee, Mr John Carnegie at 
Inverkiller, Mr James Patton at Craig, Mr Roberc 


Young at Benholm, Mr George Abercrombie at Aber- 


deen, Mr John Ramſay at Strachan, Mr Robeit Lumſ- 
den at Kildrummy, Mr Alexander Stewart at Leſlie, 
MrGeorge Moir at Peterhead, Mr George Grant atRuth- 
ven, Mr Algernoon Gordon at Kieth, Mr John Grant 


at Abernethy, Mr David Rentoul at Elgin, Mr James 


Munro at Kinloſs, Mr Robert Roſe at Inverneſs, Mr 
George Balfour at Tarbat, Mr John M*Lennan at Con- 


ten, Mr Alexander M*Kay at Barvis, Mr Allan Mac- 


Queen at Northuiſt, Mr Colin M*F arquhar at Apple- 
crols, Mr Murdo M<lIver at Lochalſh, Mr George Mun- 


ro at Farr, Mr James Brodie at Leatherin, Mr Nicol 


Spence at Weſtrae, Mr James Lindſay at Kirkliſton, 
Mr john M*Caul at Semington, Mr William Dalgleiſh 


at Peebles, Dr Alexander Carliſle at Invereſk, Mr Ro- | 


bert Scot at * Mr * Lundie at Oldham- 
ſtocks, 
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ſtocks, Mr William Hume at Foggo, Mr George Hume 
at Ayton, Dr Thomas M Dougal at Mackerſton, Mr 
John Cranſton at Ancrum, Mr John Dickie at Lane 
holm, Mr Mathew Cleghorn at Dryſdale, Mr Bryce 
Johnſton at Holywood, Mr John Campbell at Carsfairn, 
Mr David Henderſon at Wigtoun, Mr John Cunring. 
ham at Monkton, Mr Gilbert Lang ar Largs, Mr Colin 
Campbell at Renfrew, Mr James Moriſon at Paiſley, 
Mer Robert Park at Old-monkland, Mr James Scot at 
Carluke, Dr John Gillies at Glaſgow, Mr John Hamil- 
ton at Cathcart, Mr John Freebairn at Dunbarton, Mr 
James Melvill at Denoon, Mr George M*Leiſh at Sad- 
dle, Mr Paul Fraſer at Craigneiſh, Mr Ludovick Grant 
at Ardchattan, Mr Joſeph M*Intyre at Glenorchie, Mr 
Archibald M Arthur at Kilninian, Mr David Campbell 
at Southend, Mr Archibald Campbell at Kilcalmonel, 
Profeſſor Robert Trail, Glaſgow, Dr Walker' at Mof- 


5 fat, Mr Alexander Chalmers at Cairney, Miniſters.; 
Profeſſor Adam Ferguſon, Mr Niel Ferguſon advocate, 


Mr Alexander Belſches advocate, Bailie James Gentle, 
William Adam younger of Maryburgh, Mr Alexander 
Hart writer, James Balmayne, Elq; Samut Charteris, 
Eſq; Mr William Chalmers writer, Mr Andrew Balfour 
advocate, Mr Walter Coſſar merchant, Mr George 
Wallace advocate, the Hon. Baron Maul, Mr john 
Scot advocate, Mr George Hume baker, Edinburgh, 
James Cunningham of Hyndhope, Elq; Mr Thomas 
Hogg Advacate, Alexander Leith of Glenkindy, Eſq; 
Profeſſor Thomas Gordon, Mr David Dalrymple advo- 
cate, Mr John obertſon writer, Edinburgh, the Hon. 


Charles Hope-Weir, Eſq; Mr Iſaac Grant writer to the 


fignert, Dr Gregory Grant phyſician in Edinburgh, 


Bailie Anthony Ferguſon, Mr Samplon factor to the 
Earl of Hopeton, Provoſt James Stewart, Edinburgh, 


Conveener John Lindſay, Robert Chalmers of Larbert, 
Eſq; Mr Walter Gibſon furgeon in Leith, Profeſlor 
John Pringle, George Buchan; Fſq; of Kello, Mr 
"William M*Donald writer to the ſignet, Mr John Mot- 
man merchant, Bailie John Lothian, Edinburgh, Con- 
veener Thomas Simplon. Edinburgh, Bailie Thomas 


: Eider, E Edinr. Mr ſohn Learmonth merchant, Edinr. 5 
Bailje John Grieve, Edinburgh, the Hon. Gilbert Lan- 


rie, Ef; Lord Provoſt of bn Thomas 
| Herriot, 
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Herriot, Mr William'Baillie advocate, the Lord Adyo-. 
;cate, Lord Preſident, Charles Brown younger of Coal- 
: ton, Ela; Francis Kinloch younger of Gilmerton, Eſq; 
Hugh Dalrymple younger of North Berwick, Eſq; Sol- 
 kcicor” Dundas, Mr John Tait of Pirn, the Earl of 
Lauderdale, Mr Adam Ogilvie advocate, Mr Alexander 
Orr writer to'the ſignet, Mr William Hay writer to the 
ſignet, Mr Andreu Cròſbie advocate, Mr Alex: F erguſon 
advocate, Mr Alex. Abercrombie writer to the ſignet, Dr 
Robert Finlay of Drummore, Conveener Orlando Hart, 
John Hamilton of Bargenny, Eſq; the Hon. Patrick 
Boyle, Sir James Stewart of Coltnels, Sir James Colquhoun 
of Laſs, John Lamont of Lamount, Eſq; Duncan M. Mil- 
lan of Dunmore, Eſq; Mr Arch. M' Donald advocate, 
Mr; Alexander Murray adveeate, Mr James Loch wri- 
ter to the ſignet, Dr James Williamſon, Lord: Stone- 
field, Mr Allan M Dougal writer to the ſignet, Mr 
Coſmo Gordon ad voeate, and Mr. George Currie advo- 
cate, Ruling Elders ; to be-a committee of this Aſſem- 
- bly,- for reformation of the Highlands- and Iſlands of 
Scotland, for promoting the-knowledge of true Religi- 
on, ſuppreſſing Popery and- profaneneſs, and for ma- 
| naging the. Royal Bounty for theſe ends, according to, 
and in terms df his Majeſty's Grant to this Aſfembly. 
In proſecution of which purpoſes, the committee are 
to appoint preachers . and cateehiſts to go to ſuch places 
as they ſhall find, upon due information, to be moſt 
proper, according to his Majeſty's deſign expreſſed in 
his warrant; and, in ſo doing, that they: have. particu- 
lar regard to ſuch pariſhes 3 in South -Uiſt, :Small-Iſles, 
 Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moidart, Glengary, 
and Lochaber, and the other pariſhes of the ſynods of 
Glenelg and Argyle, which. the committee ſhall. find, 
by reafon of their vaſt extent, by the prevalency of 
Popery and ignorance, and other unhappy: circumſtan- 
ces, to be in the greateſt diſtreſs: And. they ſhall take 
care, that the petſons they employ be certified, and 
found, upon due trial, to be properly qualified for 
theſe reſpective offices, of good abilities for the ſame, 
of a pious life and converſation, prudent, of undoubt- 
ed loyalty to his Majeſty, and of competent {kill in the 
Principles of divinity, and . in Popiſh con- 
D troverſies: 
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troverſies: Such preachers and catechiſts being hereby 
1 appointed to be ſubject to, and under the inſpection 
of, the preſbyteries of the bounds to which they are 
ſent, Who are to take care that the orders of the com- 
mittee be duly obſerved by them. And the preachers 
are alſo appointed to catechiſe; and both they and the 
catechiſts to inſtruct the people from houſe to houſe, 


and'to viſit the ſick: And, in all their labours among 


the people, to be careful to teach them the principles 


and duties of the true Chriſtian Proteſtant religion, and 


the obligations they are under to duty and loyalty to 
our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the laws: 


And the committee are impowered to give them ſuch 


inſtructions, as to their work and behaviour, as they 
ſhall judge meet; which inſtructions the preachers and 
catechiſts are hereby ordered to obey. The General 


Aſſembly do further appoint the ſaid committee to have 
a particular regard in their proceedings to the regula- 
tions agreed upon by the committee of the Aſſembly 


for managing the Royal Bounty, on the zoth of Sep- 
tember 1730, approven by frequent Aſſemblies; and 
to take care that preſbyteries, and others concerned, 


obſerve the ſame, which they are hereby ordered to do: 


Particularly, the Aſſembly ordains the ſeveral preſby- 


teries to inlert in their regiſters,” the committeec's ap- 
pointments of the deſignations, ſalaries, and: ſtations 
of the ſeveral miſſionaries; and to have an exact regard 


thereto, in all the letters they ſhall write about the ſaid 


miffionaries, and in giving of certificates to them; and 


ts direct all their letters concerning miſſionaries in their 
bounds, only to the moderator of the committee; which 


letters ſhalt be figned, at the appointment. of the preſ- 
bytery, by the moderator: or clerk thereof: And the 


Aſſembly does diſcharge any payment to be made of 


tlie ſalaries of the miſſionaries, except upon receipts 


from the miffionaries themſelves, and upon certificates 
from the Prefbyteries, bearing that they have ſerved for 
the time mentioned in the receipts. The General Aſ. 
ſembly do alſo impower the faid- committee to apply, 


for the purpoſes above mentioned, what may remain 
of the laft year's Royal Bounty not diſpoſed of, by rea- 


fon. of any of the — not . the appoint- 
ments 
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ments laid upon them: And they are to op a regi- 
ſter of their proceedings, and likewiſe diſtinct books of 
accompts, how the foreſaid money is beſtowed; which 
ſhall be patent to any concerned, who pleaſe to inſpect 
the ſame. Of the perſons above named as members of 
this committee, five are declared to be a quorum, 
whereof three are to be miniſters. But it is hereby 
appointed, that at the quarterly meeting of the com- 
mittee, in which the ſeheme or eſtabliſhment of miſſi- 
onaries for the enſuing year is to be approved and de. 
termined, not leſs than fourteen ſhall be the quorum, 
whereof nine ſhall be miniſters, and the ſaid committee 
are appointed to have their general meetings at Edin- 
burgh, the firſt lawful day after the adjournment of 
the four ſtated diets of the commiſſion of the General 
Aſſembly, within the Aſſembly He, at ten of the 
clock in the forenoon, except that day ſhall fall to be 
Saturday, and then the meeting ſhall be upon Monday 
next thereafter, at the ſaid hour: with power to the 
ſaid committee to adjourn themſelves to ſuch times and 
places, as they ſhall: find" moſt needfal and convenient; 
and they are to keep a correſpondence with the com- 
miſſion of tie General Aſſembly, and the Society for 
propagating-©hriſtiani/ Kowledday' and their commit- 
tee of directors, and to take their advice and aſſiſtance; 
and alſo do correſpond with the ſyneds and preſbyteries 
concerned. Phey are likewiſe inſtructed and impow—- » 
ered, as they ſhall ſee cauſe; to apply to the Govern» 
ment, or any magiſtrate, for aſſiſtance and ſupporr i in 
carrying on the deſign of the commiſſion now given to 
them. And the General Aſſembly do by theſe preſents 
nominate and appoint Mr David Dalrymple advocate, 
procurator for the Church, to be receiver of the fore- - 
ſaid Royal Bounty, and to pay out the ſame as he ſhall 
be directed and ordered by the faid committee, and 
according to their rules. And the ſaid committee are 
appointed to examine the accompts of the diſtribution 
of the Royal Bounty, and lay the ſame before the Lords 
Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, or the Barons 
of his Majeſty's Court of Exchequer,and to report their 
diligence to the General Aſſembly, to whom they are | 
to be accountable, And it is agreed, that no perſon | | 
| once | 
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once employed and inſert in the ſcheme, ſhall be ſtruck 
: out thereof for that year, but by the quorum of at leaſt 

fourteen, whereof nine to be miniſters; and in caſe 

any complaint ſhall be made- againſt any of them on the 

ſcheme, it ſhall not be determined the firſt ordinary 

meeting that the ſame is offered, but it ſhall ly on the 

table till another meeting; and, in the meantime, the 

perſon complained of, and the preſbytery of the bounds 

wherein he officiates, ſhall be acquainted of ſuch com- 

plaint, and theſe concerned be required to ſend to the 

ſaid committee a juſt account of the matter, againſt the 

( next meeting. And. it is further appointed, That after 

the yearly ſcheme of miſſionaries on the Royal Bounty 

is ſettled in manner above directed, and notice thereof 

given by letters to the preſbyteries concerned, ſuch 

preſbyteries ſhall ſend up to the ſaid committee, their 

anſwer to theſe letters, at fartheſt with their commiſſi. 

oners to the General Aſſembly, if the ſame be not done 

ſooner; and that the committee, at their firſt meeting 

after the General Aſſembly, ſhall endeavour. to com- 

pleat the next year's ſcheme themſelves; and if they 

1 cannot compleat it, they ſhall name a ſub-· committee of 

| their number for that purpoſe, who are. to lay their 

draught thereof before a ſfublequent -,meeting, which 

are appointed to meet as ſoon after the. riſing. of the 

Aſſembly as poſſible. And that the ſaid committee, in 

| making up the ſcheme: of miſſionaries, &c. do not ex- 

| . ceed the ſum in the Grant, x 


— * 
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| Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ru- 
ling Elders, 'for diſcuſſing Aﬀairs re- 
ferred to them. N 


"HE General Aſſembly, conſidering: that there are 
| diverſe affairs which they cannot overtake, do 
*. nominate; commiſſionate, and appoint the Rev. 
Dr. John Dryſdale, one of the miniſters of Edinburgh, 
their moderator; and from the preſbytery of Dunkeld, 
Mr Adam Ferguſon at Moulin, Mr James Biſſet at Ca- 
puth, Mr Alexander Small- at Kirkmichael, Mr Alex- - 
ander Ogilvy at Clunie, miniſters, *Profeſfor Adam Fer- 
guſon, and Mr Niel Ferguſon advocate, ruling elders; 
From the preſbytery of Perth, Dr Andrew Gray at A- 
bernethy, Mr Harry Inglis at Forteviot, Mr William 
Taylor at Rhynd, Mr James Moodie at Perch, miniſters, 
Mr Alexander Belſches advocate, and Bailie John Caw, 
ruling elders; From the burgh-of Perth, Provoſt Wil- 
liam Stewart; From the preſbytery of Stirling, Mr Ro- 
bert Ure at Airth, Mr Thomas Fergus at- Henny, mi- mi- 
niſters; and Mr Alexander Cuthel baker in Stirling, 


ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Auchterarder, 
Mr John Storer at Foſſoway, Mr Archibald Rannie at 


Muckart, Mr John Scot at Muthel, miniſters, and Bai- 
lie James Gentle brewar in Canongate, ruling: elder-; 
From the preſbytery of Dumblane, Mr James Robert- 
ſon at Callender, Mr Robert Stirling at Port, miniſters, 
and Captain John Campbell of Kilpunt, ruling elder; 
From the preſbytery of Dunfermline, Mr Robert Stark 
at Kinroſs, Mr Andrew Richardſon at Innerkeithing, 
Mr James Bathgate at Dalgety, miniſters, and William 
Adam younger of Maryburgh, Eſq; ruling elder; From 
the burgh of Dunfermline, Mr Alexander Hart Clerk 
of Juſtieiary.; From the burgh of Culroſe, Mr David 
"8 : Ireland 


— 


— 
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155 n the preſbytery of F 1 Mr Robert Young 


Ireland town-clerk of Culroſs; From the burgh of In- 


nerkeithing, Dean of Guild Andrew Turnbull; From 
the preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, Mr Matthew Mitchell at 
Auchterderran, Mr Alexander Spears at Kirkcaldy, 
Mr John Pinkerton at Markinch, miniſters, and Mr 
John Hay in Burntiſland, ruling elder; From the burgh 


| of Kinghorn, James Balsan Eſq; From the burgh of 


Buratifland, Samuel Charteris, Eſq; From the preſby- 
tery of Cupar, Mr William Gourley at Fliſk, Mr Michael 
Greenlaw at Criech, Mr Robert Bogie at Logie, Mr 


Robert M*Culloch at Dairſie, miniſters, the Hon. Capt. 


Frederick Maitland, and Mr Ale zander Melvill, ruling 

elders; From the burgh of Cupar, Major John Melvill 
of ie From the preſbytery of St Andrews, Mr 
Andrew Shaw, profeſilor af divinity. Principal Muriſon, 1 
Dr James Gilleſpie at St Andrews, Mr John Adamſon 
there, miniſters, James Duddiſton af St Ford, Eſq; 
and Profeſſor George Hill, ruling elders; F rom the 


bargh of St Andrews, Mr William Chalmers writer in 
Edinburgh; From the Univerſity of St Andrews, Pro. 


feſſor John Cook; From the burgh of Pittenweem, 
James Durham of Largo, Eſq; From the burgh of 


- + * * 


Crail, Mr Andrew Balfour advocate; From the burgh 


of Kilrenny, Mr Walter Coſſar deputy Comptroller of 
Exciſe; From the preſbytery of Meigle, Mr James 
Ogilvy at Eaſſie, Mr James Edward at Lintrathen, Mr 


Colin Symmers at Alyth, miniſters, and Patrick Alilon 


of Newhall, Eſq; ruling elder; From the preſbytery of 


Forfar, Dr John Young at Inverarity, Me George Nicol 
at Kinnertles, miniſters, and Mr George Wallace advo- 


cate, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Dundee, Mr 
James Henderſon at Menyfieth, Dr James Blenſhall at 
Dandee, Mr Robert Small, miniſters, and Conveener 
Andrew Jobſon, ruling elder ; From the preſbytery of 
Aberbrothick, Mr John Carnegy. at Inverkiller, Mr 
Patrick Bryce at Carmylie, miniſters, and the 1 


Baron Maule, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of 


Brechin, Mr ſages Paton at Craig, Mr Charles Niſbet 
at Montroſe, Mr Andrew Gray at Carraldſtone, mini- 
ſlers, and Mr John Scot advocate, ruling elder; From 
the burgh of Montroſe, Mr Adam Glegg, 1 merchant ; 


Al 


 Goneral Andi, 1773. Fx 19 


at — Mr David Forbes at Laurence-kirk, Mr 
James Walker at Dunnoter, miniſters, and Mr George 
Home baker in Edinburgh, ruling elder; From the 


burgh of Bervie, Joſeph Gavin of Mainpoint, Eſq; 


From the preſbytery of Aberdeen, Mr George Aber- 
crombie at Aberdeen, Mr Samuel Copland at Fintry, 
Mr John Brown at Newhills, Mr David Cruden at Nigg, 
miniſters, Sir James Cockburn, and James Cunning 
hame of Hyndhope, Eſq; ruling elders; From the 


preſbytery of Kincardine-O'Niel, Mr Francis Downie at 
Banchoryternan, Mr John Ramſay at Strathaven, Mr 
William Shand at Lumphannan, miniſters, and Thomas 
Hogg of Newliſton, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder; From 


the preſbytery of Alford, Mr Theodore Gordon at 


Kennethmont, Mr Robert Lumſden at Kildrummy, Mr 


Alexander Angus at Tullineſs, miniſters, and Alexander 
Lieth of Glenkindy, Elq; ruling elder; From the preſ- 


bytery of Ellon, Mr Thomas Mitchell at Tarves, Mr 


John Roſe at Udney, miniſters, and Profeſſor Thomas 


Gordon, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Garioch, 


Mr Alexander Stewart at Leſſie, Mr George Adams at 


Kintore, Mr William Davidſon at Inverury, miniſters, 


and the Procurator, ruling. elder; From the burgh 
of Inverury, John Clark of Eldin, Eſq; From the 


the presbytery of Deer, Mr George Moir at Peterhead, 


Mr Andrew Youngſon at Aberdour, Mr Charles Kay 
at Old Deer, "miniſters, and Mr John Taylor writer in 
Edinburgh, ruling elder ; From the preſbytery of For- 


dyce, Mr Walter Morrifon at Deskford, Mr George 


Grant at Rathven, miniſters, and Mr John Robert- 


{on writer in Edinburgh, ruling elder; From the burgh 


of Banff, the Hon. Charles Hope-Weir, Eſq; From the 


preſbytery of Strathbogie, Mr Alexander Chalmers at 


Cairnie, Mr Algernoon Gordon at Keith, miniſters, and 
Mr Coſmo Gordon advocate, ruling elder; From the 
presbytery of Aberlour, Mr Thomas Johnſton at Bo- 
harm, Mr John Dunbar at Knockando, miniſters, and 
Mr Iſaac Grant writer to the ſigner, ruling elder; From 
the presbytery of Abernethy, Mr William Blair at Kin- 
guiſe, Mr John. Grant at Abernethy, miniſters, and Dr 
Gregory Grant phyſician in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; 


From the preſbytery of Elgin, Mr David Rentoul at 


Elgin , 
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Elgin, Mr Thomas M*Farlane at Longbride, miniſters 
and Bailie Anthony Ferguſſon, ruling elder ; From the 
burgh of Elgin, Mr David Sampſon factor to the Earl 
of Hopetoun : From the preſbytery . of Forres, Mr 
James Monro at Kinloſs, Mr Duncan Shaw at Rafford, 
miniſters, and Provoſt James Stewart, ruling elder; 
From the preſbytery of Inverneſs, Mr Robert Roſe at 
Inverneſs, Mr Alexander Grant at Daviot, miniſters, | 
and Conveener John Lindſay, ruling elder; From the 
preſbytery of Chanonry, Mr David Denoon at Killiar. 
nan, Mr Walter Moriſon at Ardiſeer, miniſters, and 
Bailie John Walker merchant in Edinburgh, ruling el- 
der; From the preſbytery of Tain, Mr George Balfour 
at Tarbet, Mr Hugh Roſe at Tain, miniſters, and Da- 
vid Roſs of Innerhaſiy, Eſq; ruling elder ; From the 
burgh of Tain, Robert Chalmers of in Eſq; 
From the preſbytery of Dingwall, Mr John M*Lennan 
at Contin, Mr Adam Roſe at Dingwall, miniſters, and 
Mr Walter Gibſon ſurgeon in Leith, ruling elder ; From 
the preſbytery of Lewis, Mr Alexander M Kay at Bar- 


ras, Mr James Wilſon at Lochs, miniſters, and Profeſſor 


John Pringle, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Liſt, 
Mr Angus M*Neill at Bara, Mr Allan M<Queen at 
North Uiſt, miniſters, and George Buchan of Kello, Eſq; 
ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Gairloch, Mr 
Colin M*Farquhar at Applecroſs, Mr Murdo M' ver at 
Lochalſh, miniſters, and William M Donald writer to 
the Signet, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of 
Tong, Mr George Monro at Farr, Mr. Alexander 
Falconer at Edrachillis, miniſters, and Mr John 'Moſl- | 
man merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; From the 
pre ſbytery of Caithneſs, Mr James Brodie at Latheron, 
Mr james Brodie at Cauiſby, miniſters, and Bailie John 
Lothian merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elder; From 
the presbytery of Kirkwall, Mc John Yule at Kirkwal, 
Mr james Weir at South - Ronaldſhay, miniſters, and 
Conveener Thomas Simpſon, ruling elder; From the 
preſbytery of Cairſton, Mr Jöhn Reid at Orphir, Mr 
Hugh. Sutherland at Birza, miniſters, - and Bailie Tho- 
mas Elder merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elder; From 
the preſbytery of North Iſles. Mr Alexander Pitcairn at 


e Mr Nicol Spence at 2 3 
an 
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and Mr John Learmonth merchant in Edinburgh, rul. 


ing elder; From the preſbytery of Zetland, Mr Patrick 


Mair at Braſſay, Mr David M Robert at Neſting, mini- 
ters, and Bailie John Grieve merchant in Edinburgh, 
ruling elder: From the preſbytery of Edinburgh, Profeſſor 
Hamilton, Mr Will. Bennet at Duddingſton, Dr Hugh 


Blair, Mr James Brown, Dr William Gloag, Mr Willi- 
am Lothian, Canongate, minifters, Sir Alexander Dick 
of Prieſtfield, Provoſt Dalrymple, and Mr John Todd 


merchant, ruling elders; From the city of Edinburgh, 
the Honourable: Gilbert Laurie, Eſq; Lord Provoſt, and 


Conveener Thomas Herriot; From the Univerſity of 


Edinburgh, Principal Robertfon; From the presbytery _. 


of Linlithgow, Mr James Lindſay at Kirkliſton, Mr 
John Aitchieſon at Falkirk, Mr James Hogg at Lin- 
lithgow, Mr Robert Wiſhart at Livingſtone, miniſters, 
Mr William Baillie advocate, and Bailie Robert Clark, 
_ ruling elders; From the burgh of Linlichgow, Provoſt 

Henry Gillies ; From the burgh of Queensferry, Mr 


Walter Scott merchant in Edinburgh; From the preſ- 


bytery of Biggar, Mr John M*Caul at Symington, Mr 
John Thomſon at Walſton, Mr John Noble at Libber- 


ton, miniſters, and Mr John Mitchell at Hairtree-mill, 
ruling elder; From the presbytery of Peebles, Mr Tho- 


mas Findlater at Linton, Mr William Dalglieſh at 
Pecbles, miniſters, and the Lord Advocate, ruling el- 
der; From the presbytery of Dalkeith, Dr Alexander 


Carlyle at Invereſk, Mr Thomas MCourtie at Penny- 
cook, Mr John Gourlay at Fala, ' miniſters, and the 


Lord Preſident, ruling elder ; From the presbytery of 
Haddington, Mr Patrick Carfrae at Morham, Mr Henry 
Sangſter at Humbie, Mr Robert Scott at Haddington, 
miniſters, and Charles Brown younger of Coalſton, Eſq; 


ruling elder; From the burgh of Haddington, Francis 
_ Kinloch younger of Gilmerton, Eſq; From the burgk 


of North-Berwick, Hugh Dalrymple younger of North- 
Berwick, Eſq; From the preſbytery of Dunbar, Mr 
John Lundie at Old Hamſtocks, Mr David Spence at 
Cockburnſpath, miniſters, and James Wilkie of Gilker- 
ſton, Eſq; rulingelder; From the presbytery of Dunſe, 


Mr William Home at Foggo, Mr Robert Home at Pol- 


Wart, miniſters, and Mr Matthew Sandilands writer in 


1 Edinburgh, 
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Edinburgh, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Chirn. 
ſide, Mr George Home at Ayton, Mr William Redpath 
at Edrom, miniſters, and Sir John Stewart of Allan. 


bank, ruling elder ; From the presbytery of Kelſo, Mr 
Cornelius Lundie at Kelſo, Dr Thomas M*Douga] at 


Mackerſton, miniſters,: and Mr Solicitor Dundas, ry]. 


ing elder ; From the presbytery of Jedburgh, Mr John 


Cranſton at Ancrum, Mr Thomas Somervill at . Minto, 


Mr Samuel Charteris at Wilton, miniſters, and Mr John 


Laurie preacher-of. the. goſpel, ruling elder ; From the 


presbytery of Lauder, Mr Robert Dawſon at Stow, Mr 


Alexander Duncan at Gordon, miniſters, and Mr John 


Thomas Robertſon at Selkirk, miniſters, and Mr Adam 
Ogilvie advocate, ruling elder; From the burgh of 


Tait of Pirn, ruling elder; From the burgh of Lauder, 
the Right Hon. the Earl of Lauderdale; From the 


presbytery of Selkirk, Mr David Clark at Maxton, Mr 


Selkirk, Mr George Currie advocate : From the pre 
bytery of Annan, Mr Alexander Brown at Hoddam, 


Mr Andrew Jeffray at Ruthwell, miniſters, and Alex- 


ander Orr of Waterſide, Eſq; ruling elder.: From the 
burgh of Annan, William Hay of Crawturdtown, Eſq; 
Fro the presbytery of Langholm, Mr John Dickie at 


Langholm, Mr John Scotland at Weſterkirk, miniſters, 
and Mr Andrew Croſbie advocate, ruling elder; From 


the presbytery of Lochmaben, Mr Matthew Cleghorn 


at Dryſdale, Mr William Bryden at Dalton, Mr David 
Donaldſon at Wamphray, miniſters, ' and Mr. John 


Murray tenant in Kinnelhead, ruling elder; From the 


burgh of Lochmaben, Mr William Dickſon: From the 


presbytery of Penpont, Mr William Keyden at Penpont, 
Mr John Thomſon at .Sanquhar,.. miniſters, - and Mr 
William Martin, ruling elder ; From the burgh of San- 
quhar, Alexander Ferguſon of Craigdarroch advocate : 


From the presbytery.of Dumfries, Mr William Clark at 
Bryce Johnſton at Holy wood, miniſters, and Thomas 


Maxwell of Drumpark, Eſq; ruling elder ; From the 


burgh of Dumfries, Mr John Clark writer in Dumfries: 
From the presbytery of Kirkeu bright, Mr Nathaniel 
; M*Kie at Croſsmichael, Mr John Campbell at Carsfairn. 


Mr Robert Mutter at Kirkcudbright, miniſters, — 


Mr William Nabbonie; ruling elder ; From the burgh 
of Kirkcudbright, Mr Alexander Abaverombls. writer 
to the ſignet : From the burgh of New Galloway, Mr 


William Chalmers ſurgeon in Edinburgh : From the 


presbytery of Wigtoun, Mr David Henderſon. at Wig- 
; toun, Mr Robert Henderſon at Kirkinner, miniſters, 
and Mr William M Culloch writer in Edinburgh, rul- 


ing elder; From the burgh of Wigtoun, James Ramſay, 


Eſq: Collector of Exciſe at Dumfries: From the preſ- 
; tery. of Stranraer, -Mr John! Coulter at Stranraer, Mr 
Robert Callander. at Kirkmaiden, miniſters, and Dr 
Robert Finlay of Drummore, ruling elder; From the 

burgh of Stranraer, Conveener Orlando Hart: From 
the preſbytery of Ayr. Mr Thomas Walker at Dun- 

donal'l, Mr David Shaw at Coiltown, Dr Robert Wait 
ac Fr eee Mr William M<Gill - at. Ay t, miniſters, 


John Hamilton of Bargeny, Eſq: and William Camp- 


bell younger of Fairfield, ruling elders; ; From the 
. presbytery of Irvine, Mr Gilbert Lang at Largs, Mr 


james Wodrow at. Stevenſon, - Mr George Laurie at 


Lowdon, miniſters,. and the Hon. Patrick Boyle ruling 
gelder; From the burgh of Irvine, Mr Claud Marſhall 
vriter: From the presbytery of Paifley, Mr Colin 
Campbell at Renfrew, Dr John Adam at Greenock, 
Mer James Moriſon at Paiſley, miniſters, and Mr John 
Pattiſon town-treaſurer of Paiſley, ruling elder; From 


the burgh of Renfrew, Mr William Adam tenant in 


Moſslands: From the presbytery of Hamilton, Mr 
Robert Park at Old Monkland, Dr James Baillie at 
Hamilton, Mr Michael M Culloch at Bothwell, mini- 
ſters, and Mr John Fleming of Newk, ruling elder; 
From the presbytery of Lanark, Mr. John Kingan at 
Crawford, Mr James Scott at Carluke, miniſters, 
and Sir James Stewart of Coltneſs, Bart. ruling elder; 


From the burgh of Lanark, Bailie Richard Tod: From 


the presbytery of Glaſgow, Mr William Anderſon at 
' Gorbals, - Dr. John Gillies at Glaſgow, Mr John Corſe 
i there, Mr John Hamilton ar Cathcart, miniſters, Bailie 
James Baird, and Mr. John Pagan merchant ruling el- 
ders: From the city of Glatgow, Bailie John Shortridge; 
From the univerſity of Glaſgow, Profeſſor Robert Trail; 
From the burgh ef Rutherglen, Bailie John Shaw; 


From | 


dne 


From the preſbytery of Dumbarton, Mr Archibald 
Smith at Strathblane, Mr David M- Gibbon at Buchan- 
an, Mr John Freebairn at Dunbarton, miniſters, and 
Sir James Colquhoun of Luſs, Bart. ruling elder; From 
the presbytery of Denoon, Mr John Melvill at Denoon, 
Mr James Thorburn at Kingarth, miniſters, and John 
Lamont of Lamont, Eſq; ruling elder; From the burgh 
of Rothſay, Duncan M*Millan of Dunmore, Eſq; From 
the presbytery of Kintyre, Mr David Campbell at 
Southend, Mr Archibald M*Neill at Kilcalmonell, Mr 
George M*Lieſh at Saddle, miniſters, and Archibald 
M Donald, Eſq; advocate, rulingelder; From the burgh 
of Campbeltoun, Mr Alexander Murray advocate: 
From the presbytery of Inverary, Mr Jobn M*Aaulay 
at Inverary, Mr Paul Fraſer at Craigniſh, miniſters, 
and Mr James Loch writer to the ſignet, ruling elder ; 
From the burgh of Inverary, Dr James Williamſon ; 
From the presbytery of Lorn, Mr Ludovick Grant at 
Ardchalten, Mr Joſeply M*Intyre at Glenorchy, mini- 
ſters, and Lord 'Stonefield, ruling elder ; From the 
_ presbytery of Mull, Mr Niel M*Leod at Roſs, Mr 
Archibald M*Arthur at Kilninian, miniſters, and Mr 
Allan M*<Dougall writer to the ſignet, ruling elder; to 
be commiſſioners of this General Aſſembly, to the effect 
after-mentioned ; with power to the ſaid commiſſion- 
ers, or their quorum, which is hereby declared to be 
any thirty-one of the ſaid commiſſioners, whereof 
twenty-one are always to be miniſters, to meet and 
conveen within the Aſſembly-houſe at Edinburgh, the 
firſt day after the diſſolution of this Aſſembly, at ten of 
the clock in the forenoon; and thereafter, the ſecond 
Wedneſday of Auguſt, third Wedneſday of November, 
and the firſt Wedneſday of March next to come, and 
oftner when and where they ſhall think fic and con- 
venient, with power to the ſaid commiſſioners to chuſe 
their own moderator: And likeways; the General Af- 
ſembly fully impowers their ſaid commiſſioners, or their 
quorum above mentioned, to cognoſee and finally de- 
termine, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, in every matter refer- 
red, or that ſhall be referred to them, by an act or or- 
der of this Aſſembly, and to do every thing contained | 
in, and conform to the inſtructions given, or to be 55 
5 . . ve 
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ven by this Aſſembly; and to advert'to the intereſt of 
the church on every occaſion, that the church, and 
preſent eſtabliſhment thereof do not ſuffer or ſuſtain 
any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be 9 
anſwerable: Provided always, that this general elaufe 
be not extended to particular affairs, or proceſſes be- 2 
fore ſynods or preſbyteries, that are not of univerſal „ 
concern to, or influence upon, the whole ehurch. Aud 
it is hereby appointed, that no p:ivate proceſſes be de- 
termined, except at the four ſtated diets; and what 
| ſhall be determined at one diet of the commiſſion, with 
relation to private cauſes, ſhalt be unalterable by any 
other diet thereof, and fhall ſtand and continue in 
force, tilt difapproven by the General Aﬀembly, And 
the Aſſembly renews the inſtructions given by the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred . 
and ſeventeen, to their commiſſion, and appoints the 
fame to ſtand in full force, as inſtructions to the com- 
miſſioners before · named, and to be obſerved by them 
in all points, as if the fame were ſpecially here inſert; 
and that they enquire inte the publiſhing and ſpread- 5 
ing of books and pamphlers tending towards the pro- 
moting of opinions of whatever kind, inconfiſtene with 
our Confeſſion Fuin; and chat the recommenders of fach 
books or pamplilets, or the errors therein contained, 
whether by word, wric, or print, be called before the | 
ſaid commiſſion to anfiver for the ſame, And farther, 
the ſaid commiſſion is hereby impowered to receive auß 
references arid appeals chat (halt be made to them from 
fynods, in matters of doctrine, and ripers ſuch affairs 1 
for the next General Aſſembly; and to contribute what 
they ean to the ſupproſſing of viee and immorality, and 
give all needfuÞ advice and aſſiſtance to ſynods and 
preſbyteries, upon application to them for that end: 
Like ways co take care that the impreſſions of the holy 
Seriprares, che Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, and foch 
books as are authoriſed by this church, relating to the | 
doctrine, worship, diſcipline, and government thereof, 
be correct; and give directions about printing the 
fame. And the commiſſioners are appointed and im- 
Powered to keep a correfpondence wich the committee | 
for reformation of the Highlands and Iſhnds;. for ſup- 
"OM e - preſſing 
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the General Aſſembly prohibits the preſbytery of Edin- 


” A | The Ads of the: 


preſſing Popery TH ſuperſtition, and for promoting 
the knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a re. 

formation in theſe parts, and give aſſiſtance and con. 
currence therein; and, if need be, to apply to the Go. 
vernment for a proper remedy and ſpeedy redreſs. 
And the ſaid commiſſioners are hereby ſtrictly prohibi. 
ted and diſcharged to meddle in any other matters than 
what are committed and referred to them, as above- 
mentioned : And, in all their actings, they are to pro- 
ceed according to the acts andconſtitution of this church, 
and to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the preju- 
dice of the ſame ; declaring, that in, and for all their 
actings, they ſhall be accountable to, and cenſurable 
by the next General Aſſembly, as they ſhall - ſee cauſe. 
And the General Aſſembly appoints the ſaid commiſſi. 
oners particularly to obſerve the acts of the General Af. 
ſemblies One thouſand ſeven hundred and twelve, and 
One thouſand ſeven hundred and nineteen, reſpecting 
the application of the public money; which two ads 
are printed among the acts of Aſſembly; One thouſand 
ſeven hundred and ſixty-one. And this commiſſion is 
to continue and endure until another commiſſion be ap- 
pointed; and members are required to attend the diets 
of the ſaid commiſſion; and abſents therefrom are or- 
dered to be noticed, according to the 17th act of the 
General Aſſembly held in the year One thouſand ſeven 
hundred and fix. And for the better ſecuring of a 
quorum, and attendance of members on the commiſſion, 


burgh, or any other preſbytery within twelve miles 
thereof, to meet on any of the days or weeks appointed 
for the meeting of this comimiſſion; and ſuch of the 
members of theſe preſbyteries as are on the commiſſi- 
on, are required all of them to give attendance on the 
diets thereof; and the preſbyteries at a greater dil- 
tance, who have four or more members on the com- 
miſſion, are to take care, that at leaſt two of them at- 
tend each diet of the ſame: And the General Aſſembly 
appoint their commiſſion, at their firſt meeting, to dil- 
cuſs as many of the cauſes and queſtions relative to the | 
ſettlement of vacant churches, which are, © or ſhall be 


ecferred to them by the ann. as they can. _ 


\ ” 


rake, And it is further provided, that when any preſ- 
bytery, or ſynod of this church, ſhall decline to comply 
with the ſentence of the commiſſion, or to give the 
ame a full execution, in that caſe the commiſſion is 
hereby prohibited to execute the ſame, by appointing 

any ſuch cprreſpondept meeting, as has been ſpine. 
| times the practice; but ſhall allow the ſame to ly over 
to the enſuing Aſſembly, to which ſuch preſbyteries or 
ſynods ſhall be anſwerable for ſuch their conduct, and 
are hereby appointed to ſend up with their commiſſion- | 
ers their reaſons, for the ſame. , And the Aſſembly 
doth further impower and direct the ſaid commiſſion, 
to make due application to the King and Parliament, 
for redreſs of the grievance of patronage, in caſe a fa- 
vourable opportunity for ſo doing ſhalt occur during 
the ſubſiſtence of this commiſſion. And that in paſ- 
ſing their ſentences, and in ordering the execution of 
the ſame, they ſtrictly oblerye the .L2th act of the Aſ- 
Gable 176. e CROAD | 
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VII. 


Aa anent the Neglect of Kirk-Seſſions 
to purchaſe the Acts of Aſſembly. 


T* General Aſſembly did; and hereby do, revive 
the enactments of Aſſembly t 645, page 30. 
Aſſembly 15700, Act XVI. and Aſſembly 1705, Act 
XVIII. recommending to all Kirk. ſeſſions to buy the 

printed Acts of Aſſembly," and enjoining Preſbyteries 
and Synods to make enquiry at privy cenſures, how far 
this recommendation is obſerved by their Seſſions with- 
in their bounds. 5 8 i 


5 | 
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the Diet of the — 


0 Aſſembly. 


AG: appoin 


HE next General Afſembly of this National Church 
is appointed to be held in this place on Thurſday 


the "WY day of Mays in the year 1774. 
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[The General Aſſembly re-tranſmite to Predbyteries the fal- 


Jowing Overtures :] 


OvERTURE anent Probationers being 
| licenſed without the bounds of the 
Church. „ 


IHE EAs it is a matter of the greateſt importance 
W to the intereſts of religion to prevent perſons not 

duly qualified from being licenſed to preach the goſpel; 
and, as it has been often -complained of, that ſeveral 
perſons not qualified according to the acts of thisChurch, 
have retired out of its bounds to places where they 
were not well known in order to obtain a. licence. 

Therefore the General Aſſembly prohibit all perſons 
educated, or reſiding within the bounds of thisChurch, 
from going out of its bounds to obtain licenſes to 


manner to be null and void, unleſs it ſhall appear that 
ſuch perſons have carried with them a recommendation 
in the uſual form from the preſbytery where they have 
reſided, 10 | | : f | 


OveRTURE anent the Age of Ruling 
Elders, and the electing them to repre- 
ſent Seffions in the Preſbytery and 
1 General Affembly called for an overture anent 
1 the age of Ruling Elders, and the electing them 


Was given in to the General Aſſembly 1771, and by them 
ordered to lye over till Aſſembly 1772, which was read, 
and is as follows: Primo, That no perſon ſhall be or- 
dained an elder of this Church before he is twenty-one 


— — — — 


ö years 


preach; and enact and declare licenſes obtained in that 


to repreſent ſeſſions in the Preſbytery and Synod, which 


— —— — — 
po ined 
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* 
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„ 1 4e, the 


years of age compleat. n That all Preſbytery 
 Fiders ſhall be elected within two months after the ſit- 
ting of Synod, to attend the Preſbytery and enſuing 
nd of that bounds, and in caſe of death or demiſ. 


on, a new Elder ſhall be made within one month of 


the ſame. Tertio, That every Elder fo choſen (hall pro- 
duce an. extract of his election under the hand of the 
Seſſion- clerk, before he be received on the roll of either 
Preſbytery or Synod. The General Aſſembly ordered 
the above to be re- tranſmitted as an Overture to the ſe- 
veral Preſbyteries, and appoints them to return their 
opinions thereupon to the next General e 


\ 


OverTURE'anent Members of inferior 
Courts Judging 1 in Cauſes * appealed from 


them. . | | p 


| 8 * Edinburgh, May 29. 1771. 
HE ee Aſſembly took into conſideration the 


' overture anent members of inferior courts judg- 


ing in ſuperior courts in cauſes appealed from ihew, 


which had been tranſmitted to Preſbyteries by ſeveral 
preceeding Aſſemblies, and had originally come before 
the Aſſembly. in the year 1754, from the Commiſſion 
of the then foregoing Aſſembly, the tenor whereof fol. 
lows: The Commiſſion conſidering, that the preſenv 
practice of this Church, whereby the members. of in- 
| ferior judicatories are excluded from judging or voting 
in the ſuperior judicatories, in caſe of an appeal, is 
contrary to the practice of all other courts, both of 
law and equity, and in ſome meaſure ſubverſive of 

that exact purity which is a leading part of our conſti- 
tution, as it "ſometimes. ſubjects the ſentence. of the far 
greater number to that of che lefſer ; and further, con- 


fi dering that, by this means, thoſe who a little be fore 


acted in the Fharkcler of Judges, g are e e 


„„ ©8F # 


the ſpirit and warmth of a party, and perhaps are con- 


demned for no other reaſon, than giving ſentence ac- 
cording to their beſt judgment, and which they would 


willingly have altered upon à review; and as it often, 


if not always, happens that, when che members of in- 


ferior courts, before whom the cauſe was firſt tried, and 
thoroughly canvaſſed, are removed, the affair is not 


ſufficiently underſtood, particularly becauſe thoſe who 


| voted among the minority are not allowed to aſſign 
auy reaſons for their conduct, except they have entered 
a complaint, which one would not chuſe to do unleſs 
in a very ſtrong caſe; and every one knows, that, in 


the courſe of reaſoning, things frequently caſt up, 


which perplex or miſlead the judges, that. could eaſily 


have been obviated or cleared: up, if the members of 


the inferior courts had not been deprived of the liber- 
ty of ſpeaking. On all theſe accounts, and for many 
other obvious reaſons; the* Commiſſion: propoſe, that 


the Aſſembly ſhould tranſmit an everture to the conſi- 
; deration of the ſeveral Preſbyteries, for allowing the 


members of inferior judicatories to ſit, judge and vote 
in the ſuperior courts, in caſes of appeals, as they do 
at preſent in the caſe of a reference. The General Aſ- 
ſembly did, and hereby do re- tranſinit the ſaid-overture 
to the ſeveral Preſbyteries, with this particular injunc- 


tion, that they conſider the ſame, on or before the 


day of electing their members to the next General AF 
ö . | | 


at the bar, on a level with the pannel, muſt enter into 
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INDEX 


INDEX on ABRIDGEMENT 


OF THE 


Atings and Proceedings 'of 15 General Aﬀembly 4 
the Church of Scotland, held in the Year 778, 
wie are not Printed at fall length. 


+ May 20. 1773. | Sefſe 1. ; 


FER ſermon by the Rev. Mr Adam F erguſon, 
winiſter of the -goſpel at Moulin, Moderator of 


| the laſt General Aſſembly, the Miniſters and Ruling 
| Elders conveened in the Aſſembly-houſe; and after 


/ 


prayer by the ſaid Mr Adam Ferguſon, Dr John 


Dryſdale, one of the miniſters of Edinburgh, was 


choſen Moderator, and, at the nene deſire, 


took the chair. 


The King's Commiſion to the Right Hon. Charles Lord 


Cathcart, to TEINS his n p Royal: __ 


read and recorded. 
The King's moſt gracious beer to chis is Aﬀembly read 
and recorded. | | 


The Commiſſioner's ſpeech at opening this Aſſembly 5 


and the Moderator's ſpeech in return thereto. | 
 HisMajeſty's: Royal warrant for L. ooo Sterling deliver; 
ed into the Aſſembly by his Grace the Commiſſioner, 
and ordered to be recorded. 


A committee named for eee the king S molt 


gracieus letter. 
A committee named for reviſing the Soeben to the 
members of this Aſſembly, r abſents from 


the diets thereof; naming miniſters to preach before 


his Grace the Commiſſioner; receiving in liſts of pro- 


bationers in the ſeveral 0 order to Weir 


being dene 8 
25 4. | Committee, 


! 
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| Agjourament. 


INDEX 1773. 


Committee for overtures named. 
Committee for bills, references, and ea named. 
Adjournment. 


"May 21. 71773. Seſſ. 2d. 
Sederunt. on 1 
A diet ſpent” in prayer. | 
Act VII. of Aſſembly 1718, for the better diſpatch of 
the buſinels of the or 66 read, and the obſerya- 
tion thereof enjoined. 
Miniſters named to preach before his Wag the King's 
. Commilhoner. 
The committee for overtures and bills appointed. to 
meet this evening at their utual [rages 


May 22. 1773. Se. 34. 
Sederunt. "ki 6 
A new commiſſion produced. | 
The roll of caules tranſmitted by the comdlittee ber 

bills called for, produced, and. read. over. 
Reſolve anent taking in cauſes, 
The report of the committee for reviſing lations, 
having paſſed the committee for eee the lame 
was called for and: read. 
The objection to the ei men the preſbytety of 
 Chanonry, heard, and the commiſſion rejected. 
The objection to the ſubſtitution, in the commiſſion from 
the preſbytery. of: Langholm in favours of Mr Scot- 
land, heard, the: ſame found informal, and that 
Mr Scotland could nat. 615 as a member of. thus Aſem- 

_ bly. 
A petition - and. com plein at the ioſtance. of. Conveener 
John Campbell, -ruling eIder, choſen to. repreſent the 
burgh of Ayr in this. Aſſembly; and, a petition ſor 
Mr Thomas Walker, a diſſenter and _complainer a- 
gainſt a ſentence of the preſbytery of Ayr, refuſing 
to atteſt Mr. Campbell's n heard, and che 


| commillion rejected, 
| - : A committee 


Y 5 1 — 


A JETS Ps n to prepare an addreſs to bis 
5 Majeſty on the late birth of a Prince. 


A committee named to reviſe the actings and proceed 
ings of the committee named by laſt Aſſembly, for 
managing the Royal Bounty for: reformation: of the 
Highlands andi Iſlands. 
A committee named to reviſe the n and e 
ings of the Commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly. 
A committee named to audit the Procurator and Agent's 
accompts, conſider the ſtate of the public money, 
and prepare overtures about the ſame. | 
The. draught of. an anſwer to the King's moſt gracious 
letter to this Aſſembly, brought. in and approven; 
and his Grace the Commiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's 
: requeſt, undertakes ta tranſmit the ſame to his Ma- 
jeſty. | 
me committee for oyertures empowered to receive in 
inſtructions.” 
The committee for overtures and bills appointed to 


meet on Monday morning. at ten o clock, in their 
uſual places. | 


Ad djournment. 


4” 


"Mey-2 24. 1778. S. Arb. 


Vederunt. | 
New commiſſions, producsd. . 


Upon reading the ſentence of the Aſſembly 3 
day, anent the Aſſembly's rejecting the commiſſion. 
from the burgh of Ayr, diflones entered byeſeveral 


members. 


The draught of an addreſs to 1 Majeſty on «the late 
birth of. a Prince, brought in and approven, and his 
Grace the :Commitſlioner, at the Aﬀembly's requeſt, 

undertakes to tranſmit the ſame to his 'Majeſty. -- 

The report of the committee for the better order of the 
houſe, called for, read, and approven, with a few 

amendments on what is propoſed by the committee, 


and the. committee. continued with the powers for- 
ne n them. a 


A committee 
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A committee 3 to conſider an overture anent the 
increaſe of Popery. 971 

An overture tranſmitted by the committee for overtures, 
from the ſynod of Murray, praying that the An, 
bly may alter the time of the ſy nod's meeting, from 

the ſecond Tueſday of Auguſt to the fourth Tueſday 
of April, and appoint it to be held annually upon 

| the laid fourth Tueſday of April, read, and agreed 
- tO, 

A repreſentation for the truſtees of the Widows Fund, 
and a letter from Dr Webſter to ſaid truſtees, given 
in by Mr John Warden preſes of the truſtees, read, 
a committee appointed to meet with the truſtees and 
commune on this ſubject, and to report on Friday 
next, when the Aſſembly are to take. this matter un. 
der their conſideration. 

The report of the committee for bills catled for, given 
in, and read over. | | 

The Sy nod bodks' colted H-: 

A committee named to reviſe the Gyno bock of Angus 
and Mearns. | 

2 committee named to reviſe the nod-book- of Gle- 


nelg. 25 
A committee IL IP" to reviſe the y nod. book of Merſe | 


and Teviotdale. 

The ſynod-beoks of Fife, Perth and Stirling, Adee 
Murray, Roſs, Sutherland and Caithneſs, Orkney, 
Lothian and Tweeddale, Dumfries, Galloway, Glat- 

gow and Ayr, Argyle, and the preſbytery-book of 

Zetland, not being brought up to this Aﬀembly, re. 

- ſolved that the reaſons thereof be enquired into. 

{ A petition for Mr James Burges ſchoolmaſter at Scoan, 
1 and preacher of the goſpel, licenſed by a claſſical 
—_ meeting of preſbyterian miniſters at Newcaftle upon 
—_— Tyne, againſt a ſentence of the prefbytery ot Perth, 
r—efuſing to proceed upon his licenſe to authoriſe him 

i 9 to preach the goſpel as a licentiate of this Church, 
| | 135 heard; aud the licenſe ſuſtain et. | 
Fl | 4 appeal of Mr john Barclay preacher of the goſpe) 
U 1 from a ſentence of the preſbytery of Fardoun, in an 


Il affair relpectiug his character and certificate, heard; 
2 | : : the 


— 


Ch wo 


Sederunt.. | 
A new commiſſion produced. 


The report of the committee ber bills called for, given | 


| A 
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the appeal diſmiſſed, and the 3 4 8 4 wh 1 
preſbytery to race therein wirhout + 


| Reſolve anent cauſes. | 
The committee for overtures and bills appointed to 


meet to-morrow were at ten eee in their 
uſual places. ee, 


Adjournment. 


May 25. 1773: Sf Sth. 


in, and read over. 7 
petition for the magiſtrates * Weumeg craving a 
collection to he made through all the pariſhes in 
Scotland, for the purpoſe of building a bridge over 
the river of Northeſk, produced and read; the de- 
ſire thereof granted, and a committee appointed to 


draw up an act and recommendation _ that pur- 


pole. 


| Reſolve anent acts. 


An appeal of Sir John Stewart of Allanbank; Hat, 
— Patron, and ſeveral other -heritors of the pariſh of 


St Ninians, from a ſentence of the preſbytery of Stir- 


ling, delaying to admit Mr David Thomſon miniſter _ 


at Gargunnock as miniſter of St Ninians, heard ; 


the preſbytery appointed to admit Mr Thomſon mi- . 
niſter at St Ninians, upon the laſt Tueſday of June 


next, between the hours of ten in the forenoon and 
four in the afternoon; all the miniſters of - the preſ- 


; bytery of Stirling appointed to attend that day, and 


it a quorum of three be preſent, to proceed to the 
admiſſion; and that they ſhall report cheir diligence 

to the Commiſſion in Auguſt, or any ſubſequent _ 
meeting thereof, with the names of all the miniſters 
preſent ; and the Commiſſion appointed, in caſe the 


ſettlement has not taken effect, to ſummon the preſ- | 


bytery of Stirling to appear before the next Aſſem- 5 


bly to anſwer for their diſobedience; and alſo, if the g 


admiſſion has taken effec, and if any members of . 
K dT preſbytery 
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preſbytery have not attended at the admiſſion, to 
ſummon them to appear before the bar of next Af. 
ſembly, to anſwer for their diſobedience ; and the 
Moderator appointed to write to the Patron of St 
Ninians, acquainting him of the ſentence paſſ- ed by 
the Aſſembly; and recommending to him, and the 
other heritors, that upon the ſettlement's taking 
place, he, would take the ſpeedieſt method of provi. 
ding an aſſiſtant in the parith of St Ninians. 
The committee anent the Widows Fund appointed to 
meet to-morrow morning at nine o'clock in the try- 
ſtees hall. — 5 1 e 5 
The committee for overtures and bills appointed to 
| meet to-morrow morning at ten o'clock, in their 
uſual places. FFF * 
Adjournment. 


14 May 26. 1773. Seſſ. 61h. 
8Sederunt. e 
Upon reading the ſentence of the Aſſembly yeſterday, 
- anent the Aſſembly's ſentence in the cauſe of St Ni- 
nians, dliſſents entered by. ſeveral members. 
A committee appointed to reviſe the ſynod- book of 
A „½%½ẽ˙ wes HRT 
An overture from the presbytery of Dumblane anent 
the manſe of Norrieſton, remitted to a committee. 
An appeal of Niell Campbell doer for his Majeſty, pa- 
tron of the pariſh of Cardroſs, and other heretors of 
that pariſh, from a ſentence of the ſynod of Glaſ- 
gow and Ayr affirming a ſentence of the preſbytery 
of Dunbarton, refuſing to ſuſtain a call to Mr Mac- 
Aulay to be miniſter of ſaid pariſh, heard. The ſen- 
tences of the presbytery and ſynod reverſed, the call 
ſuſtained to Mr M Aulay the preſentee, and the 
presbytery appointed to take the proper ſteps for his 
tranſlation from Inverary to Cardroſs; and in caſe 
of a ſentence tranſlating him, to: proceed with al 
convenient ſpeed to his admiſſion as miniſter 5 A 
5 8 a+" | | 0 5 


- — — — 92 
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droſs, 3 to the rules of the Church: * 

which ſome members craved it might be marked 

they did not aſſent to the above judgment. 

geſolve anent cauſes. 

The committee for overtures Wer bills appointed to 
meet this evening at ſeven o'clock in their uſual 


places. 
Adjournment. 


"Mo 27. 1778. ST: 7. 

Sederunt. 

The draught of an act and recommendation for. a col- 
lection for the bridge over the river- of Northeſk, 

given in, read over, and approven, and an extract 

a appointed to be given by the Clerks to the agent for 

the petitioners, that copies thereof may be tranſ- 

mitted to the ſeveral presbyteries ; and the presby- 
teries at their firſt meeting, aſter receiving ſaid act, 
appointed to fix a day in their reſpective bounds for 

"ls ſaid collection berwixt and the firſt of Janu- 

ry next. 

A petition for Mr 2 1 Moriſon minificr at Arder- 
ſeer, another petition for Mr Moriſon, and Mr Gor- 
don miniſter at Aldarn, and a repreſentation from 
the ſynod of Murray, craving the erection of a new 
presbytery at Nairn, heard; and a committee ap- 
pointed to dende and report „an thels: _ 
tions. | 

The report of the committee appointed to = der the | 
affair of Norrieſton, given in, read, and approven. 

The report of che committee appointed to conſider the 

overture anent the growth of Popery, given in, read, 

and appointed to ly on the table till Saturday. 
Amotion that the Procurator ſhould wear a n when | 
he ſits in his place, agreed to. 

An appeal of his Grace Douglas Duke of Hamilton and 
Brandon, patron of the pariſh of Cambuſlang, and 
other heretors of ſaid pariſh, from a ſentence of the 
ſynod of W and * affirming a ſentence of 

a Ws the 


| Seeded nt. 
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the presbytery of Hamilton, refuſing to ſuſtain a call 
to Mr James Meek miniſter at Letmehago to be mi. 
niſter of the pariſh of Cambuſlang, heard. The ſen. 
tences of the ſynod and preſbytery reverſed, the call 
and preſentation ſuſtained to Mr Meek, and the preſ- 
bytery of Hamilton appointed to take the proper 
ſteps for his tranſlation from Leſmehago to Cambuſ. 
lang; and in caſe of a ſentence tranſlating him, to 
proceed with all convenient ſpeed to his admiſſion at 
Cambuflang, according to the rules of the Church: 
 Towhich judgment Mr Walter Gibfon ſurgeon in Leith 
craved it might be marked he could not aſſent. 


An appeal of Andrew Wilſon and others, elders of the 


pariſh of Lintrathen, and of James Smyth of Balhar. 
ry, one of the four heretors of the pariſh of Lintra- 
then, from a ſentence of the preſbytery of Meiglein 
the ſettlement of ſaid pariſh, heard ; and the appeal 
diſmiſſed as incompetent. 

The committee for overtures and bills hpgolnted to 
meet to-morrow at ten o clock in their ulual Places. 


Adjournment. _- 


Mey 28. 1775. 1. 6. 


Upon reading the ſentence of Aſſembly of der in 
the caſe of Cambuſlang, two members adhered to 
the proteſt taken by Mr Gibſon at intimating thereof, 

The report of the committee appointed to conſider the 
' petitions anent the erection of the new presbytery 
of Nairn, given in and read, and the def! res of the 
petitioners granted. | 

The report of the committee for bills called 5 given 
in, and read over. - 


A petition for Robert F tes ndert to the Church, 


craving to renew the orders of the Church for the ſe- 
veral kirk- ſeſſions being in poſſeſſion of the Printed 
Acts, heard; and a committee c appointed to _— 

the _ „ Saty. Fs . 
| The 


P 
& 
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The report of the committee for overtures concernin g 
returns from presbyteries on overtures tranſmitted 
by former Aſſemblies, called for, given in and read; 
and the conſideration thereof n till an after 
diet. | oF 

The procurator, agent, ſtationer and printer? 8 accompts 
produced, and ordered to ly on the table. 

The report of the committee appointed to meet with 

the truſtees of the Widows Fund, called for, given 
in and read; the articles in Dr Webſter's letter read, 

and the report of the committee thereupon. The 
firſt, ſecond, third, fourth, and ſixth articles agreed 
to, the fifth article with amendments, the ſeventh 
and eighth agreed to be dropt, and theſe alterations 
ordered to be printed and tranſmitted to presbyte- 
ries, to report their opinion to the truſtees before 
their ſtated meeting in February 1774, that matters 
may be prepared for next Aſſembly. The thanks 

ol the Houle given to Dr Webſter for his attention to 
the fund. x 

An appeal of his Majeſty” 8 Officers of State 900 his Ma- 
jeſty's intereſt, from a ſentence of the ſynod of An- | 
gus and Mearns affirming a ſentence of the presby- bY 
tery of Dundee, ſuſtaining a call to Mr John Playfair, 
preſented by Lord Gray to the united pariſhes of Liff 

and Benvie to be miniſter thereof, heard. The ſen- 

tences of the presbytery and ſynod affirmed, and the 
presbytery appointed to proceed to the ſettlement 
with all convenient ſprods en to the rules of 
the Church. F | 

The committee for overtures and bills . to 


meet to- morrow morning at ten o clock in their uſu- 
al places. ef 


Adjournment. 


Wn May en. ume 1 
Sederum, . 1 e T0139; 3 
Upon reading che e of the Aſſembly ny 


on the erection of the 1 of Nairn, the Aſ- 
Bc L ſembly 
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ſembly appointed their firſt meeting to be held at 
Nairn the fourth Tueſday of July next. 

A petition tor the presbytery of Strathbogie anent the 
depoſition of certain elders, . heard. A committee 
appointed to conſider the fame, and report, 

Act approving the accompt of Mr David Dalrymple 


Procurator for the Church, and exonering and dit. 


charging him and his cautioners of the ſum of L. bo 
Sterling, and ordering that he debit himſelf in his 
next accompt for the ſum of L. 100: 3 4 , Sterling, 
being the balance due by him. 


Act approving the aecompt of James Edmonſtone agent 


for the Church, and tub-clerk to the General Aſfem- 


bly; and appointing that he debit himſelf in his 


next accompt for the ſum of L. 5: 5: 7 Sterling, be- 
ing the balance in his hands. 


Act approving the accompts of William Miller ſtation- - 


er, and Robert Fleming printer to the Church. 
The report of the viſitors of the commiſſion- book given 
in and read, and the Commiſſion's conduct approv- 
en of; the Aſſembly's thanks given from the Chair 
to the Moderator of the Commiſſion, for their faith- 


fulne6 and diligence in the affairs committed to 


them, and their book ordered to be atteſted. 
The report of the committee for naming the members 
of the com miſſion, and drawing inſtuctions to them, 


given in and approven of; Mr Scotland, the mem- 


ber from the presbytery of Chanonry who were re- 


jected upon informalities in their commiſſion, and 


Mr James Brown, were added THEIRS, in ang of 


the Moderator. 
The report of the viſitors of the Royal Bounty Regiſter 
given in and read. The conduct of the, managers 
approven of, and their book ordered to be atteſted. - 
| A committee named for managing the Royal Bounty 


this year, with a commiſſion and nenen to 


them. 


The report of the committee for overtures called for, 


produced and read over. An overture from the ſy- 


nod, and another from the presbytery of Aberdeen, 


. ordered to * Upon the. table... a 
Upon 


147 
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Upon report from the committee for overtures, the o- 
verture anent members of inferior courts judging i in 
cauſes appealed from them, once more tranſmitted; 
alſo the overture anent probationers being licenſed 
without the bounds of the' Church, and overture re- 
ſpecting ruling etders, &c. re- tranſmitted; and a 
motion that the overture anent probationers Would 
be made an interim act, ordered to * on the table 
ul Mondayx. c 

The report of the committee on the overture anent the 
increaſe of Popery- called for, given in, read, and 


a ſtanding committee named to conſider the ſtate 


of facts relating to the report, and to take every ſtep 
that ſhall appear to them moſt proper 92 remedy ing 
the evil complained. of. 

An appeal of John Kennedy of col and Mr 
William Bryden, miniſter at Dalton, and of the Kirk- 
Seſſioh of Lochmaben, and Mr Richard Brown mo- 

derator thereof, from ſundry ſentences of the ſynod 
of Dumfries refuſing to receive an appeal from a 
lentence of the preſbytery of Lochmaben, diſmiſſing 

two libels at the inſtance of the ſaid John Kennedy 
againſt the ſaid Mr Richard Brown, and a refer-. 
ence of the whole affair by the preſbytery, ſeveral 
of the parties heard at great length, and the re- 
mainder of the cauſe adjourned till Montes next. 

Adjournment. | 


&& , 


| May 31. 1 773. Se. ult. 


Sedetunt. F 
The report of the truſtees for managing the dy for a 
proviſion to miniſters widows, &c. containing a 
ſtate of the fund under their managment; and an ac- 
count of their proceedings ſince laſt Aſſembly, given 
in, and ordered to be recorded i in the ſeparate and 
er kept for that purpoſe. 
The committee on the window- tax continued with the 


lame powers as appointed by Jaſt and former Aﬀlem- : 


blies. 


Liſt of probationers l and their number order- 
ed to be recorded, 


The 


* 


* - 
. - 
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The ſynod-book of Angus and Mearns atteſted, 
The ſvnod-book of Glenelg atteſted. 
The ſynod- book of Merſe and Teviotdale atteſted, 
The {ynod-book of Roſs atteſted. 
The Aſſembly ordered all the ſynods hoffe bol hag 
not been {ent up to this Aſſembly, to be fent up to 
next Aſſembly, viz. Perth and Stirling, Fife, Aber. 
deen, Murray, Sutherland and Caithneſs, Orkney, 
Lothian and Tweedale, Dumtries, Galloway, Glaſ- 
gow and Air, Argyle and the prelbytery-book of 
Zetland. 
1 The report of the committee appointed by laſt Aſem.- 
1 | bly, anent the reference from the preſbytery of Ger- 
| loch, called for, but the fame not being ready, the 
committee was continued, | 

The report of the committee on the petition for Robert 

Fleming, called for, given in and approven : The en- 
actments of Aſſembly 1645, page goth, Aſſembly 
1700, Act 16th, and Aſſembly 1705, AR 18th, re- 
commending to all Kirk. ſeſſions to buy the 2 
Acts of Aſſembly, —Revived. 

The report of the committee, appointed to ab Fo the 
| applications for ſhares of the public 11 90 called 
3 | for and read. | | 
L The General Aſſembly appointed as follows : The de- 
| fire of the petition for Mr Robert Lumſden miniſter 

of Kildrummy, refuſed.as to the augmentation, but 

© the Aſſembly agreed to it with reſpect to the moſs; 
and recommended it to the Procurator and Agent 
for the Church, to give their aſſiſtange at the expence 

of the Church in caſe there ſhould be a proceſs. 
| An. overture from the procurator for the Church was 

produced, bearing that he had produced with the o- 

verture, an account of the debts of the Church, from 

1 which it appeared that the two firſt articles which 
Il | | bear intereſt, viz. L. 200 to the vititors of the High- 
1 lands, in the year 1760, and L. 300 to the Commil- 
' floners ſent to London with the addreſs in the year 

1761, were ſtill reſting owing. That theſe ſums had 

been borrowed by the reſpective Commiſſioners, 

who granted their bonds for the ſame. That pay” 


1 ment of * and intereſt of the L. 300 bond 
being 
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Was obliged to inter poſe and came under engage- 
ments to pay the ſame by three moieties · in the 1774. 
1775 and 177%, which was the utmoſt that the 
funds of the Church could bear. Upon this plan 


the committee attended to the Act of Aſſembly 


applications in. private cauſes till the, funds: be fully 


being of a public nature, and near concluded „ enght 
pence defrayed by the Agent accordingly. Which o- 


dopted the ſame; and refuſed the deſire of all the 
other petitions for ſhares of the public money. 


bly in the cauſe of St. Ninians, given *_ * and 
ordered to ly in retentis. 


The reaſons of diſſent againſt tlie judgments of the: Aſ- 


lang, given in, read, and ordered to ly in retentis. 
The reaſons of diſſent from the judgment of this Aſ- 


Air, given in, read, and ordered to ly in retentis. 

The conſideration of the appeals of Meſſrs Brown and 
Kennedy, &c. reſumed; Mr Brown rebuked from 
the chair, an extract of the ſentence ordered to be 
given to the preſbytery to be recorded in their books, | 

the libel againſt Mr Brown diſmiſſed, and Mr Ken- 
nedy reponed to the full exerciſe of his office, and 
aſſoilzied from the libels given him. 


duced and ead. 


deen ordered to ly upon the table. 
The motion with reſpect to turning the overture anent 
probationers into an interim act, dropt. 
Eroteſtations admitted, 


355 A 


being demanded at Whitſunday laſt; the-Procurator 


the debts of the Church might be paid off, provided 
1771 ; which Act prohibits, the receivigg any new 
cleared. At the ſame time the three proceſſes at the 
inſtance of Mr James Alliſon miniſter, at Holm in 
Orkney, Mr James Biſhop miniſter of Kinclevan, and 
Mr Alexander Pope  miniſter.at - Reay in Caichneſs, 


to be continued on the public funds, and the x- 


verture being conſidered by the Aſſembly, they a- 


TThe: reaſons of - diſſent: againſt the Judgment of Aſſem- 


ſembly, - inthe. ſettlements. of Cardroſs and Cambul- 


ſembly, anent the commiſſion from the burgh of 


An anſwer to the Aſſembly? s letter to his Majeſty pro- 


The overtures from the ſynod and preſbytery of Aber- 


* 
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1 


A committee ambit to reviſe the minutes of the Ar. - 
ſembly's proceedings at this and all other diets there. 
| of, and to pitch upon ſuch of the Acts of Aﬀembly '. ? 
| as are to be * rules, in order to their being 


| 
| 
| 
| 
1 printed. . 
| | | The minutes of this day* 8 ſederunt 1 were read; the mi; 
| 
| 
| 
| 


nutes of former -ſederunts being” read at che diets 
ſubſequent thereto. = 
The Moderator's ſpeech to the General Aﬀembiy and 


his Majeſty 5 Commiſſioner. 
The Lord Commiſſioners ſpeech to the Aſſembly. 
Act appointing the next meeting of Aſſembly. A 
The Aﬀembly gar with Prayer and fi inging of + | 
palms. | 14 15 —2 4 
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